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Guest Speakers Share Knowledge  

The Introduction to Paralegal and Legal Ethics class recently hosted 

Attorney Robert Hagness who addressed the class on ethics as it affects 

the paralegal and the attorney for whom the paralegal works.   

Additionally, former paralegal program students came to the class to 

share their experiences and knowledge gained from past and current jobs.  

Those paralegals are:  Clara Minor (’89), Dunn County Clerk of Court; 

Carolyn Ginder (’84), American Family Insurance Defense Paralegal; Ashley 

Gibson (’07), Herrick & Hart Family Law Paralegal; Joshua Lange (’05), Weld 

Riley Prenn & Ricci Workers’ Compensation and Labor Law Legal Assistant; 

Ashley Biene (’04) and Culeen Hoehn (’09) Wiley Law Office paralegals.  

All speakers were warmly received by the students and after their 

presentations, opened themselves up to questions from the students 

about their daily work, learning on the job, differences in their current jobs 

versus past jobs, and other insights.   
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SPRING CLASSES—IT’S NOT 
TOO LATE 

Have you registered for classes for 

spring semester 2009?  If not, time is 

running out. Classes will soon be 

examined for enrollment numbers.  If it 

is deemed that enrollment is too low, 

the class will be cancelled or put online.  

If you are waiting to enroll because of a 

financial situation, please contact Mark 

Barker and let him know what class or 

classes you definitely plan on enrolling 

in so he will have an accurate count. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES! 

Congratulations to the following 

students who are graduating this 

semester: 

 Stephanie Hoberg 
 Culeen Hoehn 
 Jamie Laufenberg 
 Steven Mayer, Jr. 
 Kristine Minot 
 Melinda Nyseth 
 Rebecca Roskos 
 Marie Sturtz 

 Andrea Wallin 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
December 21:  7 p.m. – River Falls 

Graduation, RF Middle School 

December 22:  7 p.m. – Eau Claire 

Graduation, Zorn Arena 

December 24, 25, 31, January 1:  

School Closed 

January 18:  First day spring semester 

Program Receives ABA Re-Approval 

On September 15 and 16, the Approval Commission  

of the American Bar Association Standing Committee  

on Paralegals came to our campus to evaluate CVTC’s  

Paralegal Program for re-approval.  This re-approval  

process has actually been a two-year process, beginning October 2007.  The 

re-approval team was very complimentary of the Program, especially in terms 

of course content, diversity of course offerings, and interaction between 

faculty and students.  After meeting with Program instructors and counselors, 

the ABA site team agreed that the Program could remove Intermediate 

Algebra with Applications as the math requirement for Program students and 

replace that course with either Introductory Statistics (804-189) or Basic 

Anatomy (806-189).   

 Finally, the ABA site team recommended that the Program consider 

offering a post Bachelor’s Degree one-year Certificate.  As a result, the 

Program is working with college administrators to offer such a program 

beginning in the fall 2010 semester.  The Program wants to thank all students, 

administrators, faculty, and staff with making our re-approval a success.   

 

 



 

 

  

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs:  Who is hiring? 

There are jobs out there; you just need to know where to look. Plus, the 
Paralegal Website now has Job Links. 

Paralegal Website of the 
Month:  Litigation Support 
Today 

Do you want to know more about 
litigation and all that is involved as a 
paralegal in supporting litigation?  This 
is the site to go to.  Litigation Support 
Today is the only magazine dedicated 
exclusively to the information needs of 
the litigation support professional. It is 
an outstanding source of information 
for litigation support directors, 
managers, and specialists, as well as 
paralegals who are heavily engaged in 
litigation support activity.  Click on the 
above link to view the site and to 
receive a free on-line subscription. 

 

Internship Students and Sites 

Wondering where students go for 

their internships?  Here is the list of 

current internship students and where 

they are currently located: 

 

 Stephanie Hoberg, Wiley Law 

Office, Eau Claire, WI 

 Culeen Hoehn, Wiley Law Office, 

Eau Claire, WI 

 Jamie Laufenberg, Public 

5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ 

County, Black River Falls, WI 

 Kristine Minot, Dunn County 

tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ, Menomonie, 

WI 

 Rebecca Roskos, tǳōƭƛŎ 5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ 

Office for Eau Claire County, Eau 

Claire, WI 

 Marie Sturz, Eau Claire Corporate 

Counsel, Eau Claire, WI 

After graduation would you like a position 

that is challenging or stimulating?  Do you 

already have a position but are daydreaming 

of something different?  You are probably 

thinking, “Not in this economy.”  You're 

probably right. However, this recession is 

not going to last forever (if you believe the 

pundits). No recession does. Eventually, 

things do get better. And when they do, are 

you prepared to allow yourself the 

opportunity to grow, change and accept 

new challenges? 

 To keep that daydream alive, here are 

some examples of positions are not what 

one usually thinks about when searching for 

a paralegal position: 

 Sr. Immigration Paralegal Supervisor: A 

position in an in-house Fortune 1000 

corporation bringing chefs, jewelers, 

star athletes and others to the U.S. 

 Paralegal at the Kentucky Derby  

 Paralegal at World Wide Wrestling IP 

 Paralegal for Victoria's Secret or other 

clothing manufacturer such as Guess or 

The Gap  

 Paralegal at an Archdiocese  

 Paralegal Specialist at NASA  

 Contracts Paralegal for the Los Angeles 

Philharmonic Orchestra  

 Paralegal at the U.N.  

 Contract, Entertainment, or Litigation 

Paralegal at Movie Studios  

 Paralegal for the Judge Judy Show  

 Criminal Justice Paralegal for the 

Southern Center for Human Rights  

 Contracts Paralegal for the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation American  

 Paralegals working abroad in London, 

Dubai, Brussels, Hong Kong  

 Paralegal for the CIA or FBI Paralegal on 

an Indian Reservation 

 Above all, keep in mind that there is 

work out there!  Recent job postings in the 

upper Midwest requiring a paralegal 

education: 

 AG Adjustments, Inc.¸ Green Bay, WI 
Position: Paralegal 

 Allegis Group Inc., Minneapolis, MN 
Position:  Patent Prosecution Paralegal 

 Alliance Life, Minneapolis, MN 
Position:  Paralegal 

 American Family Insurance, Madison, 
WI 
Position:  Regional Legal Paralegal 

 CPP North America, St. Louis Park, MN 
Position:  Paralegal 

 Couleecap, Westby, WI 
Position:  Housing Programs Assistant 

 County of Kenosha, Kenosha, WI 
Position:  Probate Registrar 

 Cross Jenks Mercer and Maffei, 
Baraboo, WI 
Position:  Paralegal 

 Eckberg Lammers Briggs Wolff & 
Vierling, Stillwater, MN 
Position:  Family Law Paralegal 

 Eisenberg Riley & Zimmerman, 
Madison, WI 
Position:  Litigation Paralegal 

 Farmers Insurance Exchange, St. Paul, 
MN 
Position:  Paralegal 

 Legal Action of Wisconsin, Madison, WI 
Position:  Bilingual (Spanish) Advocate 

 Magnetek, Inc., Menomonee Falls, WI 
Position:  Corporate Paralegal 

 Medtronic, Minneapolis, MN 
Position:  Paralegal 

 Natural Resource Group, Minneapolis, 
MN 
Position:  Contract Administrator 

 Sieben Polk, PA, Hastings, MN 
Position:  Litigation Paralegal 

 U.S. Bank, Marshall, MN 
Position:  Paralegal 

 Village of Hobart, Hobart, WI 
Position:  Municipal Court Clerk 

 Wieser Law Office, La Crescent, MN 
 Position:  Paralegal 

If you are currently looking for a job 

or links to jobs, look no further; the 

Paralegal Program Website now has a page 

devoted to jobs and job links. 

 

 

 

http://www.litigationsupporttoday.com/
http://www.litigationsupporttoday.com/
http://www.litigationsupporttoday.com/
http://www.cvtc.edu/pages/1421.asp


 

  

  

Top Law Blogs/Blawgs 

WORD OF THE MONTH 

“cloud on the title” – an 

outstanding potential claim against 

real estate somewhere in the chain 

of title, which reduces the market 

value of the property.  

Source: Ballantine’s Legal Dictionary 

GRAMMAR CORNER 

The quality of your writing is 

important, whether it is for work or 

connecting with friends on the 

Internet.  In particular, bad 

grammar sends the wrong 

message—it makes you look 

inattentive and less intellectual 

than you really are.   

In answer to the question “Do 

grammar mistakes turn you off a 

piece of writing?” a recent survey 

by whitesmoke.com found the 

following: 

 

 

No
15%

Yes
65%

Some
times
20%

Do you blog? Do you like to read other 

people’s blogs?  Blogs that concentrate 

in the area of law are referred to as 

“blawgs.”  The ABA Journal recently 

came out with a top 100 Blawg listing.  

Here are some that may be of interest 

to you as a paralegal student (more to 

come in future issues):  

 How Appealing – Willow Grove, Pa., 

appeals lawyer chronicles the 

nation’s appellate litigation, linking 

to news stories and digging up court 

opinions. 

 Jurist-Paper Chase – Stories here 

never lack for sources, always 

linking to original reports, legal 

documents, and information on the 

people making the news. 

 Legal Ethics Forum – takes a 

dispassionate look at the choices 

and circumstances that get lawyers 

into hot water with professional 

regulators.  Every December the 

blawg posts an annual top 10 (or so) 

legal ethics stories of the year. 

 Legal Profession Blog – This blog 

chronicles lawyer misdeeds and the 

opinions that mete out the 

punishments.  

 Crime and Consequences – As the 

blog of the Criminal Justice Legal 

Foundation, posts often focus on 

events or policies that interfere with 

the swift meting out of criminal 

justice measures.  

 Defending People – is the “nitty-

gritty” blog of Houston criminal 

defense lawyer Mark Bennett.  

Bennett shares his criminal defense 

practice secrets, successes, and 

worries with his readers. 

 “That’s What She Said”— A Ford & 

Harrison employment lawyer recaps 

episodes of The Office, attaches a 

potential litigation value to it, and 

explains his or her reasoning.  This 

blog started in 2006 and all posts 

are archived by both date and 

character.  

 The Pop Tort – This Center for 

Justice & Democracy blog covers 

tort law cases in the news with an 

unabashed pro-plaintiff slant. 

 

In the next newsletter issue, blogs for 

paralegals will be featured. 

One Famous Wisconsin Case 

State ex rel. Weiss and others v. District Board, etc., 76 Wis. 177 (1890) 

In this case, popularly known as the Edgerton Bible case, the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court determined that Bible reading in public schools is 

unconstitutional. Until this point, the King James Bible had been 

recommended as a textbook by the state superintendent of schools. 

 

 

http://www.howappealing.law.com/
http://www.jurist.law.pitt.edu/paperchase
http://legalethicsforum.com/blog
http://www.lawprofessors.typepad.com/legal_profession
http://crimeandconsequences.com/crimblog
http://www.bennettandbennett.com/blog
http://www.employmentlawpost.com/thatswhatshesaid
http://www.thepoptort.com/


 

  

 

What Paralegals Do 

For education regarding what paralegals do and do not do, and what 
lawyers should not be doing, this newsletter will begin highlighting 
common assignments in different areas of the law.  The first area to be 
highlighted will the general types of assignments common in all areas of 
law practice—General Assignments: 

 Conduct interviews with clients to gather background information 

 Correspond with clients, counsel, & others on factual matters 

 Inform client periodically of case/matter status 

 Draft pleadings and documents 

 Organize and maintain forms and client files 

 Index or summarize documents or transcripts 

 Assemble and analyze records from courts or agencies relevant to a 

case or client 

 Prepare clients for court hearings 

 Assist in administering law library 

 Review legal periodicals and material relevant to a specialty area of 

law 

 Maintain current binders of court rules 

 Maintain calendar or tickler system 

 Research law, including procedural, administrative, or case law 

 Keep track of and report any pending legislation that may affect 

clients 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do You Have News? 

Do you have a new job?  Do you 
have a story to share or job 
experience you want to relate to 
other?  Are you going on to school?  
Perhaps you have just become 
engaged or are getting married.   

Share your news and ideas 
with us. Contact Linda Oliver, 
loliver@cvtc.edu, with your 
updates.  
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CONTACT US 

 

 M A R K  B A R K E R ,  7 1 5 - 8 3 3 - 6 3 5 5   
E - m a i l :   m b a r k e r 4 @ c v t c . e d u  

 L I N D A  O L I V E R  ( E D I T O R ) ,  7 1 5 - 8 3 3 - 6 4 6 6  

E - m a i l :  l o l i v e r @ c v t c . e d u   
 

mailto:loliver@cvtc.edu
mailto:mbarker4@cvtc.edu
mailto:loliver@cvtc.edu

