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I N S ID E  T H I S  I S SU E  

1 Oliver is State Teacher of the Year 

2 

4 

Paralegal Site of the Month 

Paralegal Honor Society:  LEX 

  

It's Official! It's Better to 

Be a Paralegal Instead of A 

Lawyer! 

The Estrin Report  

You chose to be a paralegal instead of a lawyer.  

Now there is a survey that validates your choice. 

The ABA Journal has cited the editors of a new 

best jobs list who believe it’s better to be a 

paralegal. Lawyers were ranked 82 on the list of 

best jobs by the new job site CareerCast.com. 

Federal judges were 69th on the list and paralegal 

assistants 17th, just below meteorologists and 

medical laboratory technicians and above 

computer programmers. 

Lawyers and stockbrokers, ranked 84th, both  

did poorly, and the reason is stress, the editors 

say. “Attorneys and stockbrokers may earn 

considerably more than bookbinders or 

telephone repair technicians, but these high-

Oliver is State Teacher of 

the Year 

John Frank, Past Paralegal                                 
Program Director 

The Wisconsin Association for  

Career and Technical Education  

(WACTE) annually presents a 

professional excellence award to the most 

outstanding career and technical educator in the 

state.  This year’s recipient was CVTC Paralegal 

Program instructor Linda Oliver. 

 The award was presented to Linda at WACTE’s 

annual conference in Appleton on February 26th 

in recognition of her state and local leadership in 

the development of curriculum, program 

expansion, student assistance activities, and 

community outreach and communications (such 

as the newsletter you are currently reading).  

 Linda is the 10th CVTC instructor to receive 

this award in the past 16 years once again 

underscoring the quality of instruction at the 

college. × 

A New Legal Industry:  

Madoffõs Ponzi Scheme 

The National Law Journal (NLJ) recently reported 

that new legal ground is going to be happening in 

the areas of jurisdiction disputes, insurance, 

bankruptcy, and international finance.  

In a recent article, NLJ stated the following: 

“Tangled legal fights over the remnants of 
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http://www.careercast.com/jobs/content/JobsRated_Top200Jobs
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powered careers are hurt by anxiety, as both are 

among the 20 most stressful jobs on our list.” 

The list puts annual income at $109,207 for 

lawyers and $46,155 for paralegals. The figures 

were derived by combining midlevel income with 

income growth potential. Besides income and 

stress, the rankings considered job environment, 

employment outlook and physical demands, 

according to a Wall Street Journal story. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/ 

SB123119236117055127.html × 

 

 

New Feature: Paralegal 

Site of the Monthñ

ParalegalFocus 

http://www.paralegalfocus.com/   

Since there are so many useful sites available for 

paralegals and paralegal students, this newsletter 

is going to start featuring every month and 

paralegal site for the reader to investigate. 

 ParalegalFocus is a paralegal learning, 

knowledge, and motivational site for paralegals, 

students, graduates, instructors, schools, and 

managers or directors.  The site offers paralegal 

books and e-books; "how-to-do" and "what-to-

do" articles on key topics. In addition, 

ParalegalFocus features information on key 

paralegal issues; association news and events; 

seminars; webinars; and helpful legal links and 

other legal resources.  The site includes forms, 

checklists, legal blogs, and online paralegal 

groups. × 

 

continued from page 1 

Where Are They  

Now? Alumni News 

 Amy Beck (December ‘08) is a paralegal for 

Krug Law Office, Medford, WI.  Here is what 

she had to say about the legal field:  “I have 

engaged in many majors and just never 

landed one that I was satisfied with.  I was at 

UW-EC for nursing and business, but then 

found great interest in the law.”  

 Ashley Beine (May ’04) is working as a 

paralegal at Wiley Law offices. 

 Jodi Carlson (May ’08) is continuing her 

education at UW-Superior majoring in 

criminal justice. 

 Joshua Lange (May ’05) married Laura Mako 

on September 27, 2009.  Laura has a 

bachelor’s degree in natural resources 

management from UW-Stevens Point. She 

works at Nestlé in Eau Claire.  Josh, a 

graduate of CVTC’s Paralegal Program, also 

has a bachelor’s degree in political science 

and legal studies, pre-law, from UW-Eau 

Claire. He works at Weld, Riley, Prenn & Ricci. 

 Heidi Simenson (May ’04) will graduate May 

2009 from Metropolitan State University in 

Minnesota with a Bachelor’s degree in Law 

Enforcement. She is interested in either 

working in the probation/parole field or 

becoming an instructor at a technical college. 

 Lori Sudbrink (December ’08) is continuing 

her education at UW-Stout in marketing. × 

 

 

 

Word of the Month: 

“motion in limine” – A motion made before 

the beginning of a trial which requests the 

court to prohibit the adverse party from 

introducing prejudicial evidence at trial. × 

Source: Ballantine’s Legal Dictionary× 

 

http://http/online.wsj.com/article/SB123119236117055127.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/%20SB123119236117055127.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/%20SB123119236117055127.html
http://www.paralegalfocus.com/
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 Steve Meyer is at the Eau Claire 

County Corporate Office in Eau Claire. 

 Jordanne Raebel is at Smestead Law 

Office in Baldwin.  

 Linda Robb is at the Kramer & Short, 

LLC, offices in Mendota Heights, Minnesota  

 Cindy Siemer is at the Jennings, Cote 

& Wieckowicz, LLC, offices in Chetek 

 Andrea Wallen is at the Nelson Law 

Office in Hudson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

disgraced financier Bernard Madoff's will likely 

pit investor against investor and break new legal 

ground. Unraveling Madoff's accounts, like 

peeling layers of an onion, will produce a 

complex variety of potential legal disputes that 

may take years to unwind, according to lawyers 

in a variety of specialties.”× 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internship Classes 

 

Wondering where students go for their 

internships?  Here is the list of current internship 

students and where they are currently located:  

 Samantha Bluemel is at the Eau Claire 

County Clerk of Court office in Eau Claire. 

 Carol DeWolf is at the Office of the State 

Public Defender-Hudson 

 Leslie Ertl is at Wolfgran, Juncer, Gamoke 

& Hutchinson law offices in Wausau. 

 Joann Gabert is at the St. Croix County 

Aging and Disability Resource Center in Hudson.  

 Charlene Goldschmidt is at the St. Croix 

County Clerk of Court Office in Hudson. 

 Barry Gores is at George Miller, J.D., law 

offices in Eau Claire. 

 Sarah Groth is at the Owen Miller law 

offices in Amery. 

 Kate Hannafin is at the Dunn County 

District Attorney’s Office in Menomonie. 

 Andrew Long is at Richie, Wickstrom & 

Wach law offices in Eau Claire. 
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One Famous WI  

Supreme Court Case 

Motion to Admit Miss Lavinia Goodell  
to the Bar of this Court and Application of Miss 

Goodell, 39 Wis. 232 (1875) and 48 Wis. 693 

(1879) 
 
These cases stand as a testament to the 
obstacles women faced in the 19th century as 
they attempted to work in traditionally male 

professions. Lavinia Goodell was a Janesville 
attorney and the first woman to apply for 

admission to the bar of the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court (at that time, practice before 

the state’s high Court required admission to a 
separate bar). In the first case, her application 

was denied; in the second, following a 
legislative act that prohibited denial of bar 
admissions based on gender, she was 
admitted.  
 

Do You Have News? 

Have a new job?  Going on 

to school?  Just engaged? 

Getting married?  

Share your news and ideas with us. Contact 

Linda Oliver, loliver@cvtc.edu, with your 

updates. × 

 

 

 

Grammar Corner: 

Well/Good ς When referring to health, use well. 

Than/Then ς Use than to show comparison.  

Use then to answer the question when.   

These/Those ς These point to something 

nearby. Those points to something “over there.” 

× 
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Paralegal Honor  

Society: LEX 

 

CVTC’s Paralegal Program has recently organized 

a school chapter of Lambda Epsilon Chi (LEX).   

 LEX is a national honor society for paralegal 

studies.  In 1995, the President-elect of the 

American Association for Paralegal Education, 

known as AAfPE, proposed that paralegal 

students be recognized for their academic 

excellence.  The AAfPE Board of Directors created 

the Honor Society, and there are now schools all 

over the country recognizing the academic 

achievements of outstanding paralegal scholars.  

As an honor society, the qualifications to belong 

to this select group are significant in order to 

distinguish and recognize your achievement for 

superior academic and leadership excellence.  

Specifically, the criteria for belonging to this 

national honor society are as follows: 

 

1. Chippewa Valley Technical College shall 

define “superior academic performance” as 

follows:  performance demonstrated by a 

paralegal program student who has 

completed two-thirds of both his/her 

required paralegal legal specialty and general 

education courses, has achieved a minimum 

cumulative grade point average of 3.80 

(including both legal specialty and general 

education courses), and has exhibited 

leadership qualities, good character, and a 

genuine commitment to the law.   

2. Chippewa Valley Technical College expects to 

induct persons into LEX during the Spring 

Semester of each academic year. 

3. For eligibility for induction into Lambda 

Epsilon Chi, Chippewa Valley Technical 

College shall define “two-thirds of the 

program requirements” as follows:  a 

paralegal program student must complete 

two-thirds of both the legal specialty and 

general education courses required on the 

Paralegal Program Tip Sheet applicable to the 

student for his/her year of entry into the 

Chippewa Valley Technical College Paralegal 

Program. 

 

If you think you meet the above criteria, I 

urge you to submit the attached application to 

Mark Barker on or before March 15, 2009.  The 

Paralegal Department will then notify those 

candidates who qualify for admission to LEX and 

will forward your names to the national chapter 

for LEX.   

Once admitted to this honor society, you will 

receive a certificate from the national body 

acknowledging your admission into LEX, and you 

will receive a pin.  The pin displays the name of 

the honor society as well as the Scales of Justice. 

It is also the Paralegal Department’s intention 

to acknowledge your achievement by presenting 

you with a purple honor cord to be worn at 

graduation over your academic robe.  Purple is 

the color chosen for law.  In 1895, an 

intercollegiate commission adopted a code of 

academic dress prescribing the colors which were 

to represent different fields of learning.  The royal 

purple of the English King’s Court signifies the 

law. 

Should you have any questions about 

applying for LEX, please do not hesitate to 

contact Mark Barker.× 

 

 

Contact Us: 

 M A R K  B A R K E R ,  7 1 5 - 8 3 3- 6 3 5 5 ;  E -

m a i l :   m ba r k e r 4 @ c v t c . e d u 

 L I N D A O L I V E R  ( E D I T O R ) ,  7 1 5- 8 3 3 -

6 4 6 6 ;  E - m a i l :  l o l i v e r @ c v t c . e d u  
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mailto:mbarker4@cvtc.edu
mailto:loliver@cvtc.edu

